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pocket, says Locke, he certainly feels the burden. But " this
influences not at all the yearly Rent of the Land, which the
Rack-renter or under Tenant pays; it being the same thing to
him, whether he pays all his Rent to the King or his Land-
lord." For the "Tenant's Bargain and Profit is the same,
whether the Land be charg'd, or not charg'd with an Annuity
payable to another Man." The landowner, in other words,
cannot shift a land tax.1

But how is it, if taxes are levied not on land but on com-
modities ? A tax on commodities, says Locke, must raise the
price of the commodities to the consumer. " Let us see now
who at long run must pay this and where it will light." " 'Tis
plain, the Merchant and Brokre, neither will nor can; for
if he pays more for Commodities than he did, he will sell
them at a Price proportionably raised." On the other hand,
the "poor Labourer and Handicraftsman cannot; for he just
lives from hand to mouth already." The consequence of a
tax on the laborer will be either that " his Wages must rise
with the Price of things, to make him live, or else, not being
able to maintain himself and Family by his Labour, he comes
to the Parish; and then the Land bears the Burthen a heavier
way." But if the laborer's wages rise, the farmer who must
pay " more for Wages as well as other things, whil'st he sells
his Corn and Wool, either at the same rate, or lower, at the
Market (since the Tax laid upon it makes People less for-
ward to buy) must either have his Rent abated, or else break
and run away in his Landlord's Debt, and ... so the yearly
Value of the Land is brought down, and who then pays the
Tax at the years end but the Landlord ? " 2

A tax on commodities imported, he continues, will always
be shifted from the merchant to the consumer. In fact, the
importer will generally expect a profit and " raise his price
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